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very important announcement that the California
Medical Association, through its officers, is ac-
tively engaged in the work of seeking remedies
for some of the defects which now exist. The
attention of every member of the California
Medical Association is called to the action taken
at the last annual session in May 1929, at San
Diego, when the House of Delegates adopted a
resolution, instructing and giving the Council
power to act in the investigation and promotion
of measures which would bring about a better-
ment of the conditions having to do with sickness
and injury, and in which the professional and
economic interests of the laity and members of
the medical profession were involved.

In pursuance of those instructions, the Coun-
cil, through its Executive Committee and affili-
ated bodies has been making such a study.

* * *.

A Tentative Plan Under Consideration.-It is
very gratifying to know that one plan roughly
mapped out by Dr. Walter Coffey of San Fran-
cisco, presents some constructive innovations
quite different from any thus far brought for-
ward, and has features which appeal very much
to many members of the Council of the Cali-
fornia Medical Association. It is too early to dis-
cuss the plan in detail, because as yet it is simply
looked upon as a desirable working basis for the
further study of a problem which sooner or later
must be more or less solved.

Here, in California, some very important
changes are taking place in relation to medical
practice which has to do with the care of indus-
trial employees and their families. Individual
members of the Association are cautioned in this
connection to avoid making contracts (under
these new laws) because the Council has in mind
the institution of certain measures which aim at
the conservation of the interests of all members
rather than of only a few members of the Cali-
fornia Medical Association.

* * *

County Societies Should Have Programs Deal-
ing With State Medicine.-The members of the
medical profession have interests which are very
much involved whenever the care of the many
thousands of lay citizens, whose average annual
income is less than $2500, comes into considera-
tion. It is the physicians themselves who will be
called upon to bear the brunt of defects in any
plan put into operation under the leadership of
either laymen or physicians. Physicians, there-
fore, have a very just right to make a thorough
study of the many issues at stake.

All measures which would create important
changes in present methods of private and indus-
trial practice in California are of paramount in-
terest to the majority of members of the Cali-
fornia Medical Association. The proper solution
of the problems involved makes it desirable that
every member of the California Medical Asso-

ciation should give some time to a perusal and
consideration of the literature on state medicine,
and on the evils of the system and on how best
they might be prevented in any other plan that
might be adopted. In the near future, the Pro-
gram Committee of each component county
society may, to good advantage, have a number
of papers on the legal, ethical, economic, social
and scientific aspects of state medicine.

* * *

Doctor Coffey's Plan.-The plan proposed by
Doctor Coffey would permit the care of industrial
employees and their families to continue as at
present, without serious interference with the
medical practice methods now in vogue. The pa-
tient would choose his own physician from among
those members of the California Medical Asso-
ciation who had stated they were willing to give
medical and surgical services to the group of citi-
zens coming under a certain industrial and in-
come classification which would be outlined. The
statements for services would be sent not to the
patients but to a central organization or office
which, as trustee, would collect the bills and make
repayment to the attending physicians. The
money which would pay for services which were
rendered would be collected through a monthly
deduction on the wages of the employees, and
would be turned over to the Association by the
employers. In the plan under consideration the
interests of all members of the California Medi-
cal Association would be safeguarded. If that or
some other method is not put into operation, the
bulk of this practice may drift into the hands of
lay or other companies which will come into exist-
ence to care for this type of work. In due time,
as the plan develops, the officers of the California
Medical Association will send information to the
component county societies.

* * *

Every member of the California Medical As-
sociation who has suggestions to offer in these
matters is cordially invited to send such to the
central office of the Association so that the same
may be given consideration. A letter of invita-
tion to this effect, by order of the Executive
Committee of the California Medical Association,
has already been sent to each of the county medi-
cal societies in California so that the officers of
the county units may be on the alert in making
up their meeting programs.

INCORPORATION OF C. M. A.-NEW
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

Incorporationt Was Carefully Considered.-In
this column in previous issues, some of the rea-
sons for the incorporation of the California
Medical Association were indicated. It was
stated that the plan to incorporate had been care-
fully studied and repeatedly discussed at Council
meetings over a period of more than three years;
and that the recommendation to incorporate,
which was presented at the last annual session at
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San Diego had been adopted by the House of
Delegates without a single dissenting vote.
Emphasis was laid on the fact that a two-thirds

vote of the entire membership of the California
Medical Association was necessary if the legal
requirements for the formation of a corporation
in California were to be fulfilled.
Members were urged to send in their ballots

promptly so that prior to December 1, 1929 a
more than two-thirds vote would be a matter of
,official record.

It was stated that incorporation would place no
more responsibilities or obligations on our mem-
bers, one to the other, than exist under our
-present system. The possibilities for greater
progress, which incorporation of the California
Medical Association would make possible, were
also indicated.
The officers of the Association have not been

surprised at the slowness with which the ballots
have come in. Your officers realized that many
members would promptly vote, but that a large
number would wish to consider the matter fur-
-ther before sending in their ballots. In practice
that meant that in many cases the ballots would
be put aside on the desks of busy physicians, to
meet the fate that so often comes to such inten-
tions, namely, that of being overlooked or for-
gotten.

These comments are again made in order to
urge every member of the Association who has
not yet voted, to find his ballot and reply en-
velope, and to promptly mail the ballot to the new
address of the California Medical Association at
Four Fifty Sutter, Room 2004, San Francisco.

* * *

Do Not Fail to Vote on Incorporation.-In
union there is strength. Through cooperative
effort of members, greater results can be secured
for the California Medical Association. Each
individual member of the California Medical As-
sociation has his rights, but at the same time each
-individual member has his membership duties and
obligations. To exercise his right of suffrage,
-either for or against, on so important a matter
as this of incorporation is one of the duties and
obligations that cannot be delegated to other col-
leagues or officers. It must be done by each indi-
-vidual member after the procedure prescribed by
the laws of California. Every member should
vote.
To repeat, if you have not yet voted, and your

eyes catch these lines, then by all means look up
your ballot, mark it to express your wishes, put
it in the reply envelope and promptly mail.

* * *

Constitution and By-Laws.-Before or about
the time this issue of CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN
MEDICINE reaches you, it is hoped that a copy of
the new constitution and by-laws which was
adopted at the San Diego annual session in May
last, will have been placed on the desk of every
member of theS California Medical Association.

An inspection of the leaflet will reveal to you
that the typographical make-up is very different
from the deadening and uninteresting printed
form of the usual run of by-laws. The special
committee in charge of the printing has spared no
effort in order to carry out the instructions of the
Council and to so arrange the printing and index
that the constitution and by-laws reprint would
be understandable and easy of reference to all
who were sufficiently interested to scan its pages.
As has been so often stated, organized medi-

cine as we nonsectarian physicians understand it,
works through our national, state, and component
county medical societies. Organized medicine
through those institutions safeguards both the
public health and the interests and standards of
the medical profession. It behooves each of us,
as members of such a profession, to know some-
what of the rules of- government of the organiza-
tions which protect our individual interests, while
we give almost our entire time to professional
service to our lay fellows.
You are urged, therefore, at some time when

you are in the mood, to study this new constitu-
tion and by-laws. Such a survey will give to every
reader a better orientation as to the bigness of
the problems and of the responsibilities of organ-
ized medicine in California, and of the methods
which, with the passing of years, have been
brought into being in order to better attain the
standards and aims to which we are committed.

LICENSURE PROBLEMS IN CALIFORNIA
Present Medical Practice Act Is a Patchwork.

The Medical Practice Act of California, like that
of most of the states, is a patchwork. At almost
every legislative session in recent years there have
been proposed, or have come into being, amend-
ments which have been based largely on expe-
riences with the many problems which the mem-
bers of the Board of Examiners are called upon
to solve. The strongest proponents of the present
Medical Practice Act of California would not
contend that some of its provisions could not be
put into better form. Its critics believe considera-
tion might well be given to a goodly number of
what seem to be desirable changes so that action
thereon might be had through initiative or legis-
lative action.

* * *

Digest of Present Medical Law as Printed in
the State Medical Directory.-Every member of
the California Medical Association receives the
Directory of Physicians and Surgeons, Naturo-
paths, Drugless Practitioners, Chiropodists, Mid-
wives published by the Board of Medical Exami-
ners. The 1929 edition of that publication on
page 10 prints a digest of the Medical Practice
Act as it is, with the exception of the amendments
passed by the California legislature in the spring
of this year. Members who are sufficiently inter-
ested and who wish to scan the entire Medical


